Mrs. Lottie Gifford, a nonagenarian and life-time resident of Hillsboro,
remembers back on her family, her town, and the events of her life. Mrs.
Gifford was recomended to the museum as a prime oral history candidate by
her daughter, Mrs. Grace Hughes, a member of the Washington County Historical
Society. In fact, Lottie Gifford herself has been a long-time member of
the society. Many ill-informed people believe that anyone past the
age of 75 is too feeble-minded to offer anything of social-redeeming value
to a younger generation. Not so with this woman. Her mind is probably as
clear-headed as it ever was. In the words of her daughter, "Her wits are
as sharp as a steel bear trap!"

rShe begans the interview by telling of her parents migrating from
I1linois in 1877. They were among the many pioneers coming from the Mid-West
to Oregon to start life anew. Mrs. Gifford remembers her Father saying, "We
heard that money grew on trees and we were going to come to find sémg of‘it."
This was the idyllic conception of the majority of settlers about the state
of Oregon.

Beéfore the family settled in Hillsboro, Mrs. Gifford's Father worked o 'n
the Witchhazel farm ,Aaohed by an official of the Southern Pacific Railroad ,
a man by the name of Mr. Brandt. Although the present area of Witchhazel is
now covered with housing developments, at one time it was a rather large and
prominent farm.

Most of the interview deals with Mrs. Gifford's personal experi%bes.
Hillsboro was a very small town of less than 500 people during her childhood.
She recalls many of the citizens, businessmen, and d&égbors who populated the
area. While she was not a prominent or outstanding member of the community,
Mrs. Gifford's experiences and events of her life are typical of the "common

folk" of the community and are worth preserving.




April 27, 1978 Lottie Gifford Track 1

fo)

Introduction. Born January 19, 1880 in Witchhazel. Parents
came here from Illinois in 1887- Why did they come here?

Came by train and boat.

(10) Mother knew Mrs. Barlow. Settled in Oregon City. Father

in Civil War?

(20) How long did the GAR meetings last? How long did they live

In Oregon City then move to Witchhazel?

(30) 1 train a day for each day. Hired at Witchhazel to work

on farm. China men hired to work. What kinds of crops

growing?

(40) ,Talks of Canyon Road. What happened to farm after dad

worked it? Moved to Hillsboro after kO years. School was
on 13th and Main. How did Witchhazel get it's name? Did

father come back?

(50) Talks abotit town of Hillsboro. 1890 I was 10 years old.

All born on farm. Mostly farmdand in 1890's. Father

worked in woods.

(60) Describe island where father worked. Do you remember steam-

(0)

ships coming up river?

Track 2
What did they use Jackson Bottom for? Planting and pulled
onions. Who did you work for? Tells story about farm and

leaving and sleeping in woods hiding from indians.

(10) Indians around in 1890% Condensary growth to Hillsboro?

Speaking of doctors.

(20) what did you and your husband do at hotel? Ran it and did

everything. Train hurt business. When was hotel built?




(30)

(40)

(50)

What happened to the old Tualatin Hotel? What kind of
Patrons came to your notel? Full meal for 50 cents. Flour
mills big affair?

When you sere young did you come down to mills? Coming

of canneries? Expalin. Worked in cannery got seasick.

Pay scale like?

Speaking of Burt Mallings. Other prominent men? Did yogx
have any business with courthouse? Do you remember the
Redwoods?

Embrie family what was there big thing? Sewell family was

sheriff. How about the roads? What shape? Dances?

End of Interview
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igcessign N%T LOH 78-183.2

LM: Mrs. Lottie Gifford. Born on January 19, 1888 in Washington
County and grew up in Hillsboro. In the following interview

it—4s taking place on April 27, 1978 at their present home in
Hillsboro. Mrs. Giffordg remembenéd back on her 90 full years

of 1life and the events there’ in.

LM: Good afternoon. To start off the interview I would Jjust like
to ask a couple of personal questions. What I mean by that is
your age and when and where you were born?

LG: I was born on the WitchHazel farm on January 19, 1888.

LM: Could you tell me where the Witchhazel farm is now?

LG: Yhe Witchhazel farm is between here and Reedville.

LM: All right, you weren'q)in other words I would like to ask about
your original family and how ®hey arrived out here in Witchhazel

1~ W tebnar-e |
or settled?# Could you go back to . . .? el v

LG: My parents came from Illinois. My maiden name was Wahn. g&
father was George Wahn and my mother was Emma Wahn. They came
to Oregon by the way of San Francisco and the ocean in 1877.

LM: You mentioned that they came from Illinois. w’ere they from
Illinois originally?

LG: Yes, as far as I know they were from Illinois.

LM: You don't remember tocsmuch about your grandparents then? Hear
them being mentioned?

LG: No,I only remember my mother's father Jacob Shade who was my

grandfather. He soon éame to Oregon because My grandmother

\)

q had passed away and he remarried after he came to Oregon.

A R BB S EEEEEEEEEEREEEENRN
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LG:

LM:

LG:

LM:

LG:

LM:
LG:

LM:
LG:
LM:
LG:

LM:

LG:

: aouﬂ‘
Late in his life he was County Treasurer of Clackamas &%. Ore-

gon. Their home was in Oregon City.

You mentioned that they came from Illinois. Why did they move
out here to the West? Did you ever remember them saying?

I think I reméﬁﬁéidmy father saytﬂq that Oregon had been ad-
vertis%%d as "Money Grew On Trees" in this location and so he
came to find some of it.

This advertisements was this in the form of newspaper ads?

I don't know.

How did he come across then from Illinois? ‘
They came by train to Sacramento. My father came first. ;28.
came to Sacramento by train and down the 8acremento fiver to
San Francisco and then on the ocean to Portland. My father
was here about six months before my mother came. I had a
brother and a sister that were twins and a older brother &h=%
had passed away before they came. They located in Oregon City.
Your father was married way back in Illinois then?

Yes

Why was that your father came before your mother?

To see 1if he would like this part of the country. Which I
guess/{ he did.

You mentioned sort of a interesting incident about your mother
and father coming out and passing.

Mother had mentioned that she didn't want to come up on the

ocean by herself but on her trip out she had made friends with

a family, and the man had assisted her with the children some and

so she thought if they could come she could come.
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fov
LG: So she came on and my father left Portland & San Francisco

to meet her so they passed on the ocean. My mother had a
relative in Portland}égéﬁsgiﬂcgffzé him uncle Sal. He took
her in hand until my father got back. They located near €r>
Qtegon City. I heard my mother talk of Mrs. Barlow of the Barlow

Trail. Earlier settlers that came by wagon train.

LM: She knew Mrs. Barlow then?

LG: Yes

LM: Why do you think they settled in Oregon City originally? Was
that sort of a starting point?

: Thet

LG: That was thé&%ngé. % meant more than Portland. It is a older
city than Portland. Portland wasn't a very large city at that
time. I heard my father tell that he could have bought lots
up around 7th or 8th street in Portland and it was all timber.
He thought that would never materialize so he didn't invest.

LM: What year are we talking about here when they first came to
Oregon City?

LG: 1877 So this would be in early in 1878.

LM: Just as an aside you mentioned your father before he came out
here that he was in the €@ivil War is that right?

LG: Yes, he was very young when he went into the Civil war bézzéés
the very end.

LM: Did he ever mention any stories about the Civil War or what re?y

rgSimenb& that he belonged to?

LG: I have it somewhere but I Jjust couldn't tell you.
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LG;

LM:
LG:

LM:

LGY

LM:

LG:

LM:

LG:

LM:

LG:

I know that most of the other men in the regiment had measles
and they had just hhrely got over it and they went swimming
in the river. He said he didn't go. Many of the men passed
away. It killed them. So he wasn't in very long. Of course
the Government was giving pensions to the soldiers but my fat-
her wouldn't apply for it because he thought he hadn't been in
long enough to think he should be drawing a pension until later
in his 1life than he took the pension.
But he was qualified?
Yes he was qualified but he wouldn't ask for it because he
thought he hadn't been in long enough to earn it.
How much was his pension then?
Very small. I don't think it was any more than $10.00 a month
to begin with.
When did they start collecting? When they retired or when they
get out of the service?
This was a good many years after the war before my father asked
ror 1i%.
This question might be Jjumping up and down in time but did he
keep ties with the memories of the Civil War or other fellow
servicemen?
Yes there was an organization here of the é;g?and the Woman's
Relief Corp . My mother belonged to gﬁ;ﬁﬁs §§2§4%$:L a part
in the activities of this organization.
Were there a lot of men in the GAR here in Hillsboro?

pwonat vea
Oh yes quite a few. They used to meetf&t-Willings store and
was locaté& where the T.S. National bank is now.
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LG:

LM:

LG:

LM:

LG:

LM:

LG:

LM:

There was a building there and they used to meet in the up-
stairs. I don't know whether it was the Masonic Organization
that owned the building.

What was some of there activities? Was it more of a social
organization or did they ——% have a polihcall beese,

I think it was more of a soclal organization. Of course

they alway§ took a part in the decoration day and the Fourth
of July. ;ﬁgi used to hold their conventions at Fourth of :
July time. They would congregate ;aé had tents that they
would live in for five or four days. During the Fourth of
July celebrations they would hold their meetingsAbizgié camp-
fires.

Most of the people that belonged to the GAR along with your
father, were they originally from the Oregon area7e¢$

No, they were from the other states because this state was
guite young at that time and of course they were pioneers
living here in the early days and I have ko idea how many.
That is interesting. I wonder if some of these men once the
war was over they decided right then to move out West and
come towards Oregon.

I really don)t know that. Of course many people came earlier
in the 1840 wagon trains that came. %ﬁggy located in Oregon

t Course
and some went to California.

How long did the GAR meetings last conee—peeple. .?
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LG:

LM:
LG:

LM:

LG:

LM:

LG:

LM:
LG:

Oh they lasted for a good many years. I couldn't say how
many years but our relief corpy just disbanded not lgg%gg
than five or six years ago. The relief corp still met but
the GAR most of the men had passed on by that time. Of
course the relief corgﬁhad taken in younger memeers, I be-
longed the last few years.
What was the relief corpy
It was-auxillapy to the GAR and we carried on with our dec-
oration day services and that was mostly I think.
That was here in Hillsboro that auxillary?
Yes, well they was different over in Portland maybe they had
a couple of groups and McMinnville and many towns had a branch
of 1it.

VAN
You say your parentsVSettled in Oregon City on the Clackamas
River. How long did they remain there?
I couldn't tell you how hong they lived there. Not to long
bg;é&%g my father went from there to the farm tﬁ Witchhazel.
He lived there for ten years and farmed.
He lived in Witchhazelfocr Wilfﬂrs ZF
Yes, Of course he was so t1r§g there. I think the owners name
was a man by the name of Braﬁ&t He was an official in the
Southern Pacific Railroad. The equipment that my %gﬁf%eggggi
on the farm he would sendﬁg; the train. We had one train a
day each way. The tggin would stop and leave whatever he would

Fner

send out.
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LM:

LG:

LM:
LG:

LM:

LG:
LM:

LG:

LM:

LG:

You mentioned that he was hired out. How did this come about%
Did he Jjust apply for certain employment?

I don't know about that how he was hired. I suppose they
perphaps needed someggé to run the farm.

Wa; it quite a big farm out there?

Yes, I denl'lt have gg& idea how many acres was in that farm
but it was on either side of the Southern Pacific track.
Some was on the South side. The barn was on the South side
and the home was on the North side. At one time they had
some land thatneeded to be cleared and China_men were hired
to do the grubbing. I don't know how many acres, that has

been so many years ago. They moved from theﬁ'farm when I

was 6;3;3 years old.

e
You mentioned that it belonged to a man named Brandtfrom the
ot Amwe 7

Southern Pacific. Did he live there at—the—house?
Oh no he lived in Portland.
So 42526 such as your father would do the work that was on the
farm.

T© pot
Yes he hired somebody to run it andbring in the crops and
harvest them.

wWas vt

What kind of crops did they have growing out there? Were—them
grains or something?
I think @ﬂot of it was grain. I had heard my father talk about
taking things to Portland which took a long time. The old

Canyon Road was not very passable. Thgy had to plank part of

it down in the canyon.
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LM:

LG:

LM:

LG:

LM:

LG:

LM:
LG:

LM:
LG:

LM:
LG:

Was there gﬁ§§§7to tggé farm by railroad? You mentioned that
the train would stop. ‘

The railroad went right through the pmiddle of the property.
Just }igé it does now.

So there was&gﬁtgss from between the farm and Portland then

to haul crops?

Yes, they used to haul in with their teams to@. I don}t know
how much freight whether they‘$$5)a coach along with a freight
train or passengers, I really don't know.

What-ever happened to that farm? Did Mr. Brangl sell out after
a number of years?

The farm was there for a good many years but I don't know who
owned it after that.

How about that area now? Is it still farm land?

Oh no, I think it is all resédential. It is all residents
down tbrough.$33§>now. The old house 1s gone and the barn is
gone and I think that road where the nursery is on part of the
land on the south side of the tracks.

You mentioned gour father moved after ten gears when you were..?
He moved to Hillsboro and he worked in the woods for a great
part of his life.

Why did he make that move? He wantpto own his own land?

I couldn't tell you. I don't know. He didn't own his own

land. He purchased a home and some property on East Main which

is East Main now. Of course we had ko street names at that time.
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LG:

LM:

LG:

LM:

LG:

LM:

LG:

But it was East Main *Bat he purchased some property from

Mr. Warren and some from Press Jackson and he built a house

and a barQ“ It was my recollection is when I started to school
from which would be about 13th now, out 13th and Main. All

the school that was here didn't even have a name on it only

the Hillsboro Elementary School which is now David Hill School.

That 1s where I started to scho.l and of course there was no
school bussthenwe—walked-

busses «f That +ime . We walkked .
I Jjust have one short question back before your father made
that move. I am curious how did the town come about the name
of Witchhazel? Did you ever hear about that?
I have §nom idea how it got it's name. It still keeps the
Witehhazel Schooli *is right at the railroad crossing which
was there at that time.
You mentioned that your what older brother and older sister?
Yes I had four brothers and the one sister. Of course the
older ones had to walk to Reedville to go to school. It was
all Pimber between our home and Witchhazel and Reedville. My
sister said you could Jjust stand on the railroad tracks and

Theo
look down aé‘?gé timber. The cpenng

It 1s quite different today. What was there to Witchhazel at-—_

A
"

that timeidhat-you heard?

Sl
Nothing Jjust nothing there ggeﬁt farm land because the farm
near Reedville was the Ladd and Reed farm. Other than that I

don't know anything coming this way from I . ___.__ Witchhazel.

I was tosyoung.

-
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(s\reny N BACKGROUD)
Did your father ever go back to the farm?

No, he mever went back.

You were talking a little bit about what Hillsboro was like

when you first made the move?

Hillsboro was a very small town. I think pe{?paps the block

from the courthouse to first street. . Well on fifth street

was the Gpngregational Church and I dob't think there was much

residents beyond .that and coming towards Pirst street was the

businesses. Mr. Cave had a Zgg shop, & Mr. Hare had a hard-
as I can cemenber

wareV Mr. Greer had a grocery store and the Tualatin Hotel

was run by Mr. and Mrs. Wagner.

Was that quite a big hotel for it's time?

No, it was Just a wooden. I don't think that it was.even a

a fair, T not sor
two story us—thene. On the corner of cond and Main 1s now

VVawég
the Wayn Bad a hardware store or a mercantile store and ae-

oross the corner the Shoemacks had a store. Of course the

Speing? a2
Courthouse took up that whole square HXEe it does now.

This is back in the 1890's that we are talking about?
Yes this would be around the 1890's because I was 10 years old.
N
They was what they called the shenet roild, A row of houses
/Z—
between First and Second on Main Street. Of coursef don't
remember those. I heard my mother talk about this lady that
had quite a reputation, grandma Wood that lived to be a 121.

She was with my mother when one of my brothers was born and

she was an old lady at that time.
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LM:
LG:

LM:

LG:

LM:

Li:

LM:

LG:

LM:
LG:

LM:
LG:

Is that right? Thét was here in Hillsboro?

Yes that was here in Hillsboro. The children were all Born

on the Witchhazel farm. But she was from here.

Did you have a chance to meet this woman or has she passed on?

I don't think I personally did because I was Jjust a girl.

I knew her daughter and her daughter. I think she was Bertha
Olson's great'gﬁ;ndmother. I knew the family.

The people that 1ived here during the 90's when you were before

you reached teen age years was it mostly farm land in this'ﬁumvcm{@
area or did people have residential homes at that time? Or

was 1t just the businesses? ffcb&ﬂ Tat
I think it was mostly farm:)and. The population wasn'tvﬁore

than 400 around 1890 because we only had the one school. There

was no high school here.

Where would they go to high school? Or would theyEYD?
They wouldn't go. A little bit later I think they added a
ninth grade on to the grade school. e
Then
That was considered all the education that was needed tH#R .
Of course they hdd the academy at Forest Grove th& you could
go there. I think they called it the Tualatin Academy. But

the time that we left here I was 15 and there was no high

out
school here at that time. We movedYinto the country out in
Tarmng oD
the area and lived a year.

About 1903 sometime?
Yes because from there we moved to Portland because there was

™ ot
no work that my brothers could do so we movedlﬁi they weu;d
qn

have a chance to work.
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\ (Qﬁﬂ LM: When your family first moved here to Hillsboro back in 1890
- what did your father do then?
| that>
| LG: He worked in the woods. He was a timber faller and that—is
what he did most of his later life.
LM: What parts did he work in around in here or did he travel?
Seo T
LG:. No they worked ¢to the treut on what they call the island
Lu"\-e’ﬁ( o bl
- out here and I don't know @h=at else. He was gone quite abit
N
He worked in Southern Oregon in the mines. Some of the men
F here had interest in gold mines &n Southern Oregon and they
hired my dad to go there and work so he was gone quite a little .
whide .
LM: Sdﬁgen in Hillsboro had interest in mining?
LG: Yes, I couldn't tell you who except Dr. Linkletter had an
interest but there were others to.
LM: Several men here went down to Southern Oregon then is that
right?
LG: I don't know who went besides my dad.
LM: You mentioned that he was a woodsman and he logged here at the
island? Could you describe what bhis island is? Where it is?
LG: Well it is on the Tualatin River and I think when it overflows
it leaves an island and it still does. The bridges out there
you see. It was covered with timber of course this whole esu-
‘ o qup‘si
E | coo ntry was mostly timber you know people Jjust made their farms
2t
5% eniNlin the trees saRsgiubbing: This Spet from Shere wa

live down East Main Street dowa—towards Tenth is—-allbis—tHrees.
VP ‘o aboeol” was yos+ na'i‘hmﬂ bot bnﬂ

e Arees
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LM: That 1s really amazing.

L@c In the early days they kind of divided the_years between

wiin_ their
Hillsboro and Cornelius and Forest Grove fe¥—the Fourth of
July celebration and that is where they held their Fourth of
A it 15 where They held. their Fovrtn ot 3y celebmtors
July celebrationswas in the Warren @rove.
e T was peVUPS Seven and  eigek years old.
LM: You mentioned that your father was a woodsman and there is a
Twoe ld \magne_ There. ML k- haye. been

lot of timber rand—TIwoutdlike-to kno: ; a mill

around here?

LG: I don't know. I can't picture a mill until later years. We
had a mill staet(here\ down) on Third Street, kext to the rail-
road tracks there was a mill but that was later years. So
I don't know where they took their lumber earlier than that.

LM: Would they have hauled it o£* bon the Southern Pacific line
and taken it into Portland?

ILG: I don't know.

LM: We are talk1q9 a little bit about the Tualatin River. Do you
ever remember, this might be before your time now that I think
about it? Were the steamships coming up and down the Tualatin
River? Did you hear about that?

LG: I don't know how far they came but they used to come up the
river but I don't know how far they came. I don't know id
they came this far or not. ®&ot T“fj dd |

LM: It is something that you don't actually remember yourself?

LG" No

LM: You mentioned about your schooling. There was only one school

here at that time?

Al B EEEEEEESEEEEEEERR
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LG:

LM:

LG:

Only one at that time. You can see how this part of the
country had grown over the years. The number of schools

that we have now. I mentioned yesterday abott the ¢hurbhesp
\“e have the Congregational Charch and Methodist and Christian
and the Baptist Church where it is still down Eg:g the ecamping

Cetolc nere
s&ght organization that I thinks owns_Tt tﬁ the Baptist

e Evangelun | Chovcin_
Church“%o JZ had f%ve churches here. The Catholic Church
came here,&gé wasn't very old when they first came here.
on Sunday RN
Was that something that all the families attend church”or J
was that a strong part of the pecple that lived here?

No theyddal, I always went to Sunday School but and I had my

- _youngest..brother:and I used to\jCX .

End of Track 1




Page 15

Gifford

Accession No. LOH 78-183.2

Start of Track 2
e

LM: Whetr Jackson Bottom was flat land,I mean timber land, €nce
they cleared it out, what was that area used for as farming?

verd +

LG: They use it for onions. They plant onions. I used to weed
onions down there. The ground was very hard and it would
over flow in the Winter and when the sun came out it
would just bakqﬁthefground. They would plant there onions
and then we would crawl on our knees and take the weeds out.
So that is one thing when I was Jjust,K 13 years old.

on prikhap 2

LM: Was that something that a lot of the children did? Puiled enws>.

LG: Yes, pulled the weeds.

LM: Boy that must bhave pretty hard pulling just by hand!

LG: Yes it was. The ground would be hard but that was one thing
that we could do that we could earn a few cents.

LM: Did you have any tools at all when you did this or was it
Just . <7

LG: No you Just pulled them by your fingers. I know I always
wanted a new dress, gnd M& mother sewed. To get a new dress

33 weed onilonNs
for the Fourth of July Celebration we—had to get money ere-
enough to buy it.

LM: How much were you paid?
ot dea” row>

LG: “fen cenfs a row I think and those were pretty long.r5%85.

LM: Who was it that you worked for? Do you remember the farmer?

T vppe loose
LG: It was Mr.-Tueker. He lived on what was formarly the ELese

Lol
family that built that house. Mr. Lose was County Clerk

here &6 Washington County for quite aﬁmany years.
qead
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LG:

LM:

LG:

LM:
LG:

LM:
LG:

LM:

LG:

He was a son. I just don't know what happened to that fam-
1ly. But Mr. Eﬁﬁﬁﬁ? lived th%ere and he farmed that Bottom
land.
Did you ever turn up any Indian arrdgheads while you were
down there?
No
Did any of the other children turn some up?
Not that I know of. I used to go t@ this lady's house she
was Mrs. Williams. She was Fred Sewell's grandmother. I osed
would go and she would tell of the earlier days here when
they first came here and how they would go to the woods at
night for fear that the Indians would burn them out. They
used to goﬁgad sleep in the woods.
Is thé§?ight? That is in this area here?
Yes. The property that was the Williams farm is where the
nursing home is dgi; here. Itbhgg a new name now and I don't Xnow
what 1t is. That was the Williams farm anyway and her home
was the big house that sat in the middle of the block at
between 4th and 5th. That house has been moved and is still
over on 6th é%rk€+'

jguwﬁ%o
When she would tell these stories about leavfng their house
in the city what would these Indians do?
Well they would come and burn their houses. At that time
they didn't live in town they lived on this farm you see

because they hadn't cleaned it off so they would Just leave

the house and go,and sleep in the woods.
ot
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LM:

LM:

LG:

LM:

LG:

LM:

LG:

LM:

LG:

LM:

LG:

They would come back and not know 1f the house would be
there or not?

Yes but I guess it always was.

They never thought of staying and égéég;dg*them then?

I suppose they Jjust didn't have the facilities to protect
themselves more than likely.

Was that something she talked abougnWére the Indians violent
ors ST

No, I don't know that they were I never heard her tell any-
thing that they had done only that they were afraid and that
was all.

Were there any few remnants of Indians still around Hillsboro
back in the 1890's when you were a child?

No, none that I can remember.

That is quite interesting. Something that I understand that
really helped Hillsboro grow into a bigger éﬁd bigger city
was the coming of the condensary down there.

Yes, I éggﬁé%t that had a great deal to do with the growth

of Hillsboro because thﬁt gave quite a bit of employment to
people and then the fammers would bring their milk into the
condenserq.

When was that cinstructed do you remember? Or what time it
was?

I don't remember what time it was but it is where the dog

food plant is where they make dog food now. It 1s the same

building same place.
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LM:

LG:

LM:
LG:

LM:
LG:
LM:

LG:

LM:
LG:

It must have been around the turn of the century or around
this area?

frow
I imagine so. I moved wp here in 1903. I lived in Portland
£er four years and I was married while living in Portland.
In 1909 we opened the Washington Hotel. Dr. Tannese bullt

speiling 7

the building. My hasband and I opened the Washingtoir Hotel
and lived there for five years. Grace my oldeffdaughter
was born while we were living there.
This Doctor_$8&2ese was he from this area here?
Oh yes he was one of the early dogtors. We had Dr. Linklathe®
and Dr. Bailey and they were the three doctors. I don't
remember the earlier doctors. I know there was a earlier
one but I can'ﬁ remember the names.
Bowlb
Ovy w%s that name that was talked about?
No I don't remember that was still earlier before my time.
What did you and your husband do at the hotel then? What
was your responsibilities?
We ran 1t£1;t was ours We furnished it and ran it and I did
everything. I worked in the office,Iwaited tablew,Imade beds,
Wé also included a bakery. I worked in the bakery many times
in the front counter. We were there for five years ahd came
out with much less than we came in with.
Why was that?
That was do to the Southern 6;cif1c running the electric

cars up Main Street. They took the traveling people back to

Portland rather than spend the night in Hillsboro.
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LM:

LG:

LM:
LG:
LM:
LG:

LM:
LG:

LM:
LG:

Was that something when you first started the hotel business
The”

th§§ would stop #m at your hotel?

Oh yes, that was before they put the electric cars up Main,

Dr. Tammese made themselves an apartment in the hotel and

Tumatny
they lived at the hotel. He finally built a home in Port-
The 4o TorTand
land and-hejmoved there. Dr. Irwin took Dr.-Pamrnese's prac-
Tamasee
tice here.

When was the hotel built?

It was built in 1909.

Was there several other hotels in the city at that time?
No, I think that the one over onfgﬁgAand Washington burned
amd ©f course th&t done away ®ith that one.

Was that the Commercial Hotel? Or some other hotel?

I guess that was the name the Commercial because the other
one was the Wagner Hotel. That was the Tualatin Hotel.
What happened to the old Tualatin Hotel?

I think they just closed down. I think Mr, and Mrs. Wagner
were get:t:ingC}ra\f:r"\c n years. ;Qggg family was gone and I think
they Jjust closed out. I don't know if that was at the time
that the %ﬁéifé bought that property and put their store.
Br. ?E%Q%EG had built the building across Main St. from the
Hotel and there was a merchantile store back in there. Mr.
Wright was one of the oanersfghey use to put ;ggyg money in
our safe at the hotel at night. The Doctor had his office

upstairs in that building. The Commercial Trust used to

oe_
meet4upstairs tn that building.
In \’he
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LM:
LG:
LM:
LG:

LM:

LG:

LM:

LG:

LM:

When you mention a merchantile store what exactly is 1it?
They carried everything.
Sort of like a dime store in a way?
Well not.exactly a dime store but they had dress materials,
é?%»gﬁ i&ﬁks of ready made clothing. I know Mr. Wright
gave me a beautiful hat at one time for taking care of their
money: for them at night. When Mr. Allan tngj-was the other
man's name and they sold I think to the ﬁﬁggi?s that is
when they first came to Hillsboro. ’%Bey ran that store for
a good many years before they built the new building up on
Main gggfahere they were }ocated for a good many years. I
think Jake and Morris k%:él were Jjust young fellas around
17 and 18 years old when they came to Hillsboro. I think
Jake 1s the only one living JZS?
What were the kinds of patrons that came to your hotel? Were
they traveling people?
Oh yes mostly traveling men that made there routes every so
often.

Sometirne )
Were there¥ prominent citizens or political candidates that
would stay at your hotel?
I suppose but I didn't get aguainted with them. We had per-
manent renters. Several of the men in buiiness here rented

by the month. We had when they were surveying the city we

had the survijors that stayed there.
W, A

ey considered one of the finer hotels in Hillsboro?
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LG; Oh yes it was a first class hotel. I don't know if I still
have a menu or not but I think I do. Of course then prices
were very reasonable you could almost have a full meal for
50 cents.

LM: It is hard to imagine anymore!

LG I think we had about three waltresses that worked steady and
then we had a chef and a pantry boy and a dishwasher.

LM: Getting back a little bit to the city of Hillsboro itseld,
V%u mentioned that there was a couple of flour mills here,
\Were they quite the affairs?

LG: Yes, they was located along the railroad track# south between

Second Thwd_ I Thwa¥ wes 5
2 and ¥¥d was- the €@limax Mill. Mr. Millanie had a mill

—Spe LI th
and warehouse that was part on one side of the street and
wnr x

that would be on It street. See our depot #hen they run

the passengerq train was down at the end of what we call the
Fusd DONNG
end of 1kt street at thet time. Mr. Mil
sp 2
across the trakk from them to the north. So of course that

e,
8 mill was Just

took care of a great deal of the wheat that was raised in
this part of the country becauée they made flour.

LM: The fagmers from the surrounding area waould come in with
there flour? When you were little did you ever have a
chance to go down to either the mills or the condensary and
see and talk to the farmers that came in?

LG: Oh no, &het—was I wasn't interested in that at that time.

LM: How about the coming of the eaaa%ﬁg;kmﬁiness here in Hills-

canne
boro? Could you tell me a little bit about that? What you

remember.
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LG:

LM:
LG:

LM:
LG:

LM:
LG:

LM:

LG:

Y\x 'S (\tw%l\“k \>

Well let's see Grace wWas abou She was born in 1913.

I would say about 1925 that I”remember maybe a little ear-
lier than that that the cannery located here. I think there
first cannery was a building down in the East end of town
and Mr. Eﬁfiiﬁg I don't know whether he owned that to begin
with or not when they went where theZy are now or where they

0t Coure
were. *But that made %% quite?different because they took

dibeeence
almost everything there. Strawberries and peas and pears and
cherries.
There must have been quite a bit of activity around?
Oh yes they employed a great many people. It made work for
lots of the younger people.
Did you ever work in there?
Yes I did. I worked part of one season I didn't work very
long.
What was that like working in the cannery?
It was very hard to begin with. You worked on the belt and
I was seasick at first until you got used to it. I got @sed
to it so I could work. I worked on the cherries and then I
worked nights one time. I Jjust worked the one season because
I had a family and had my parents in their later years so
I had all I could do to keep house.
I would imagine th& people that worked in there were usually
womgn and children. Was that mostly?

Mostly wom@n I think of course it took men in the really

working part but women worked in the food.
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LG:

LM:

LG:

LM:

Lg:

LM:

LG:

LM:
LG:

LM:

LG:

LM:

I know that Grace worked thereﬁéne time. She would work
all day and then go back and work in the evening. She was
working for an education. She was working for money to go
to school.
Was it something like you said it was like an assembly line
in there?

(ol cwe
Yes in an assembly line and there would be 3 or .5 women
working on the belt and taking off the bad ones. The motion
of the belt just like you were seasick.
Was this something that you could easily fall behind in? I
mean you working Sn.Phe beft?
If you kept at it you could get over it.
What was the pay scale working in the cannery?
I don't know. I don't have any idea anymore what they paid.
I didn't work there loung enough.
Did you ever meet Mr. Mailing?
Xo I never met him. He was a big man. I knew him by sight
but I never him.
He lived here?
They lived here and then built a beautifgl home over at
Yahat's over at the coast Jjust right above the ocean. It
was a beautiful home and I think 1t is still there but the
Mailing's were gone long before this.
I understand that there was something in the newspaper Jjust

a couple of weeks ago where they were going to take that out

and make condominiums out of that.
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LG: I presume soO.

LM: Did you ever have a chance to go down and look at that house?
LG: Never right down to it but havé@many times near there.
£9 LM: We are speaking of Burt Maﬁlinga How he was considered one
of the prominent people here in Hillsboro. How about some
of the other families that you might have come in contact
a few ot TThem jé‘S‘\ﬁ'(‘Q
with or heard about? We were talking about &E=yeaterday.
LG: Mr. H.B. Gates was he owned the water system here. Then Mr.
TO NG U~ Undled Stede S S
?ugé was the U==. Represenative, amd they lived on the corner
where Selfridge Furniture Store is.
LM: Did you ever have a chance to meet him?
enl
LG: Oh no I was ﬁgﬁéja little girl. I knew the family I knew the
youngest girl. She was Jjust a little bit older than I am.
p ¢
I knew her when we went to schoolf@(Of course the son's
Tongup Tonqu
Thomas Tang and Burt @aﬁ% were here for years. The Hare
Q (e
family. 37
LM: The Héreifamily)were they lawyers also?
LG: Will Hare was a lawyer. Mr. Hare had a store I think a
hardware store of sorts. Mr. Houston was an attorney.
LM: It seems like there was quite a prestige then for a lawyer
&omh\m\/\
Seem teYrespect.
LGY" I think on account of the eourthouse being here brought
attorneys here. Of course they was a great many of the Segrists

< hotes
and the Arbhé&balds are older families here. The Shoots.

LM: How about the courthause over there was that something that

ov I\
you came in contact with? The va&ious\Bovernment Operation59




Page 25
Gifford
Accession No. LOH 78-183.2

LG:

LM:

LG:

LM:

LG:

No I never had but one of my brothers was County Recorder
at one time for just a term. He was the one that was the
school teacher andyé§§H§§ Recorder. I never had an occa-
sion to go there only to get a birth certificate. Hank Fawls
Peters was an attorney. amml The day th& I got my birth
certificate when I got through he said well I could have
vouched for you. Known the family for a good many years.
In those years they didn't register the births, they didn't
keep any record of it. I think we all had a problem get-
ting birth certificates in later years when relatives and
friends were gone.

Do you remember the redwood trees over there by the court-
house when you were a small girl?

Oh yes I remember them. Of course they were small at that
time because they hadn't been there that long. The court —
house was quite new. The o0ld courthouse I think used to

Second Third
settle over on Main Street between Z&#% and B%d. The court-

house was quite new and of course the trees were gg&& at
that time all but the redwoods.

The
Those redwoods are you amazed by there growth? Or do you
notice there growth?

7t Mgy
Oh yes and of course they have had 80 years to grow in sioce
they were planted. The Heidel's owned the property where
the museum is and all that land to the florth of course we

had no high school there then. All that land through there

was farleand.
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LG:

LM:

LG:

LM:
LG:

L:

LG:

Mrs. Heidel and Bertha and one of the boys had a bakery up
town. They had a blig family quite a few children. The
Boscall's was I would say lived on 8th and 9th on Main was

Thewr
tﬂgse home and Wes Boscall had a shoestore at one time in

later years when we had the hotel. é;gngoscall was one of
my teachers at scboolz Sixth grade teacher. So Ehere was

a good many of the é;;a»families here. The égggégas was
located kind of Worth East I think they had a farm and then
they moved into town. I remember the youngest girl when she
first went to school we were in the third grade. So I have
fond recollection of the Fmbrie family.

What was there position in life? Were they farmers them-
selves?

They had been but I don't know what Mr. Embrie done after
they moved to Hillsboro.

How about the Sewellé§ family? You mentioned them earlier.
They had a farm out nOrth too. Of course when Mr. Sewell
when they moved to Hillsboro Mr. Sewell was sheriff. I
don't know if he was here for more than one term or not but
I imagine he was. Of course Fred his son was in his later
years was owned the mortician.

Did you work on the Sewell farm or did members of your family

work out there? ; ,
hp Dgu(l‘/*f (‘ né‘
My oldest brother worked there. I don't know how long but

one time Mr. Sewell asked him if he could drive a four horse

team and of course he said he could which he never had before.
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LG:

LM:

LG:

LM:

LG;

LM:

LG:

LM:

LG:

LM:
LG:

LM:

LG:

But he took the four horses and took a load of something
to Portland. So he made it all right.

So he was hired then?

I suppose.

What kinds of things did they g£row out on there farm?

Did they grow hops and things like that?

In later years I think they had hops.

We talked a little bit about Hillsboro Maln Street. You
told me about the physical appearance and characteristics.
How about the roads themselves?

S hape
The roads were not in very good cenditiens. They was plank@év

Fourth. Strest
Then I would say maybe #th—st up through town because at the
time we had the hotel and they took up the plank and put in
the concrete road. Up til4 that time it was a kind of a
water would splash up through those planks and it wasn't
very good. Mud roads mostly.
Do you remember them building any of the plan%ﬁ roads there
or were they already constructed by the time you were there?
Oh no, they was after we were in the hotel that they took up
thos planks and put in the hard surface roads.
That must have been quite a choré?iknLaﬁma?
I don't know where they brought the men that worked on it
from.
Were they local men? Or out of town?

I don't know.
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LG:

LM:

LG:

LM:

LG:

How about some of these older buildings that you were talking
about? Are they falling down or are they still pretty much
down there used for different purposes?

The bullding at 2nd and Main on the North East corner that

is still theee. That is where the clothing store I think

in the corner. Used to be Johnny Dennis had a grocery store
in there that I can remember. But most of the other buil-
dings have been and are all pert near new buildings now.

You were talking a little bitabout the last time we talked
about some of the dancing.

On 2nd street on the East side of the street was our opera
house where the traveling shows would come through and in the
meadi}ime they had dances up there they had a dance floor.
Downstairs I think was the livery stable.

I think that must have been something that was quite impor-
tant 1t seemed like a lot of people did that was go to dances.

Oh yes.

End of Track 2 and end of Interview.




